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HOUSING OPPORTUNITY THROUGH 
MODERNIZATION ACT OF 2015 

SPEECH OF 

HON. SHEILA JACKSON LEE 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 2, 2016 

The House in Committee of the Whole 
House on the State of the Union had under 
consideration the bill (H.R. 3700) to provide 
housing opportunities in the United States 
through modernization of various housing 
programs, and for other purposes: 

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Chair, I thank 
Chairman LUETKEMEYER and Ranking Member 
CLEAVER for their leadership, commitment and 
effort to modernizing and improving Federal 
Housing programs for millions of Americans 
who are working their way up to economic 
empowerment and stability. 

I wish to thank Chairman SESSIONS, Rank-
ing Member SLAUGHTER, and the members of 
the Rules Committee. 

I acknowledge and appreciate the bipartisan 
efforts by my colleagues across the aisle to 
modernize and improve Federal housing pro-
grams as anticipated in H.R. 3700, the Hous-
ing Opportunity Through Modernization Act of 
2015. 

For instance, H.R. 3700 contains provisions 
that would modify core rental assistance pro-
grams such as the Housing Choice Vouchers, 
Public Housing, and Project-Based Rental As-
sistance, homelessness prevention and assist-
ance programs, and Federal Housing Adminis-
tration (FHA) mortgage insurance for con-
dominiums. 

Additionally, H.R. 3700 amends the Rural 
Housing Service program in the Department of 
Agriculture. 

Some of its provisions would help stream-
line the administration of HUD programs. 

For instance, this legislation will facilitate in-
come determination for tenants and housing 
quality inspections for assisted rental housing. 

Another provision of the bill seeks to expand 
flexibility between public housing operating 
and capital funds. 

The legislation seeks to provide additional 
flexibility to public housing agencies to condi-
tionally approve housing voucher units with 
non-life threatening deficiencies in order to 
allow families immediate access. 

Although these many provisions of the legis-
lation are commendable, we hope to see im-
provements in provisions that have been iden-
tified as potentially increasing administrative 
burden and have unintended consequences. 

We want to make sure that deductions for 
child care and medical expense deductions 
would not adversely impact the lowest income 
households. 

I share the Administration’s concern with the 
delegation of the authority to grant exceptions 
to HUD requirements to the lenders approving 
projects under the Direct Endorsement Lender 
Review and Approval Process. 

Another major issue appears to be that the 
delegation of authority does not appear to pro-

vide HUD with sufficient ability to set stand-
ards for exceptions and oversee their applica-
tion and procedure. 

There are also concerns that other FHA re-
quirements in the bill may create future dif-
ficulties for HUD in implementing timely and 
consistent program changes in response to 
market conditions. 

I look forward to working with my colleagues 
across the aisle as we are working to continue 
to improve the bill as it moves forward. 
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RESTORING AMERICANS’ 
HEALTHCARE FREEDOM REC-
ONCILIATION ACT OF 2015—VETO 
MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT 
OF THE UNITED STATES 

SPEECH OF 

HON. RUBÉN HINOJOSA 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 2, 2016 

Mr. HINOJOSA. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
agreement with President Obama’s decision to 
veto H.R. 3762. If enacted, the bill would have 
repealed the Patient Protection and Affordable 
Care Act and defunded Planned Parenthood, 
limiting healthcare options for millions of amer-
icans. 

ACA is working. The Affordable Care Act 
and its health exchanges are helping pre-
viously uninsured people acquire access to 
high-quality, affordable health insurance plans. 

The ACA expands coverage to include pa-
tients with pre-existing conditions, allows 
young adults to stay on their parent’s family 
plan until age 26, and provides financial sub-
sidies towards insurance premiums. In the 
days leading up to the deadline for the Fed-
eral Health Insurance Marketplace’s third open 
enrollment season, the Centers for Medicare 
and Medicaid Services reported over 8.9 mil-
lion people had signed up for health insurance 
coverage. 

To meet demand, I facilitated several enroll-
ment and education fairs throughout my south 
Texas district in collaboration with local part-
ners in the Enroll Rio Grande Valley Coalition. 
Community members had the opportunity to 
speak to certified application counselors and 
sign up for insurance before the January 31st 
deadline. 

I am disappointed that my Republican col-
leagues want to return to a time where women 
paid more for medical insurance than men and 
where patients could be denied coverage 
based on their previous health history. We 
cannot in good conscience strip affordable 
medical coverage from over an estimated 22 
million people that have gained peace of mind 
since ACA’s passage in 2010. 

Instead of enacting destructive legislation 
such as H.R. 3762, we must work together 
and build upon the Affordable Care Act and its 
successes. I am confident that we can col-
laborate to improve the current law and con-
tinue to expand protections for our country’s 
most vulnerable populations. 

RESTORING AMERICANS’ 
HEALTHCARE FREEDOM REC-
ONCILIATION ACT OF 2015—VETO 
MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT 
OF THE UNITED STATES 

SPEECH OF 

HON. SHEILA JACKSON LEE 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 2, 2016 

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, I rise to 
speak in support of the President’s veto of 
H.R. 3762, the Restoring Americans’ 
Healthcare Freedom Reconciliation Act. 

The President was right to veto this irre-
sponsible and mean-spirited legislation be-
cause it neither restores healthcare or free-
dom. 

I will proudly vote to sustain the President’s 
veto. 

This bill is not a serious effort to address 
this nation’s budgetary needs and its details 
reveal that it is another opportunity for the ma-
jority to hide behind legislative gimmicks in an 
attempt to kill the Affordable Care Act. 

This is a waste of taxpayer money and this 
body’s legislative calendar, which has too few 
days left for wasting any of our time voting on 
bills that the President has communicated in 
writing that he will veto. 

The President was right to veto H.R. 3762 
because it: 

1. continues the majority’s relentless cru-
sade to put barriers between women and their 
right to have the healthcare provider and serv-
ices that they want and need; 

2. repeals individual responsibility require-
ments that people must have their own health 
insurance; 

3. repeals the Independent Payment Advi-
sory Board, which works to keep Medicare 
solvent; and 

4. repeals the Prevention and Public Health 
Fund, which supports evidence-based pro-
grams designed to keep Americans health, 
prevent chronic and infectious diseases and 
reduce future healthcare cost. 

The news from across the nation regarding 
the healthcare freedom and choice created by 
the Affordable Care Act for first time health in-
surance consumers is overwhelmingly posi-
tive. 

Unfortunately, today the majority has tar-
geted a women’s right to control her own 
healthcare by attempting to defund Planned 
Parenthood. 

The partisan and mean-spirited nature of 
H.R. 3762 is illustrated by the fact that House 
Republicans have opted to proceed with this 
veto override vote notwithstanding the fact that 
after an exhaustive investigation lasting more 
than 5 months and led by a strongly pro-life 
Republican District Attorney, a grand jury in 
Harris County, Texas completely exonerated 
Planned Parenthood of the false, malicious, 
and scurrilous charge of trafficking in the sale 
of fetal body parts. 

Instead, the grand jury returned indictments 
against the producers of the doctored videos. 
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